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Meetings: 

 

The TIF Committee will meet on Wednesday, August 26, 2020 at 5:30 P.M. in Council Chambers. 

 

City Council will meet at 6:30 PM for an informational meeting at the Civic Center.  An agenda is 

included with your Council Packets. 

 

Other Items: 

 

Last week, the free Wi-Fi service that the City provides in the downtown Water Street area was off-

line for several days. The cause of the problem was a connectivity interruption caused by some failed 

equipment. City IT staff working with the vendor (Red Zone) were able to identify the cause of the 

problem and remedy it and service was restored. In the process of doing so we realized that it would 

be less complicated and likely avoid similar problems in the future if the City no longer provided the 

connectivity link for Red Zone but rather used their connectivity and paid a modest increase in the 

monthly fee to Red Zone. The City has provided this free service to downtown – using downtown 

TIF funds – for the past decade or more to support downtown business activity. 

 

My compliments go out to Acting City Manager Susan Robertson and the other members of City 

staff who, last week,  so capably assisted Council in dealing with the issue of potential consolidation 

of the City’s polling places for the November election. Now that the decision has been made to stay 

with four polling places, staff will direct their energies to ensuring that happens as efficiently and 

safely as possible. Part of that work will involve exploring the use of the state armory on Western 

Avenue across the street from the Buker Community Center, given all of the potential challenges that 

are associated with using Buker as a polling place in the midst of a pandemic. I have placed an item 

on this Thursday’s informational meeting agenda to allow for discussion of this option. I am also 

establishing a staff-level task group to address the variety of issues that come with preparing for the 

election (including recruitment of election workers, publicizing the availability of absentee balloting, 

etc.)   

 

A couple of weeks ago, the City completed its RFP process for consulting services for City 

marketing and community relations services. Nancy Marshall Communications was selected and a 

contract with them has been executed. A copy of their proposal is included with this week’s package 

and I have added an item to this week’s agenda to discuss their engagement. We are working to see if 

a representative of the firm is available to attend this week as well (if not then as soon as possible). 

 

Matt Nazar is off today but will have a memo for you tomorrow outlining staff’s recommended 

changes to our building permit fee schedule (also set for discussion Thursday evening). 

 

Copy:  Department/Bureau Directors, Legislative Delegation 

 


